
  

 

Welcome to the OTOW Woodshop Newsletter 
 

Our goal is to provide pertinent and timely shop/equipment  

information, equipment demonstration schedules and  

highlight Woodshop members and/or their projects. 

 

This issue highlights 2022 shop usage stats, woodcarver examples by Rich Aber,  

Night Stand project by Verns Bolte and  a  

18th Century Reproduction Spice Cabinet by John O’Brien. 

 

We look forward to include, in future issues, your project(s) and/or suggestions. 

Please send them to otowwoodshop15@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Shop Orientations  
& Equipment Demonstrations 

The orientation sessions will be held at 8am and the demon-

stration sessions are held on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 

8:30.  
Schedule : 

  April   4th  -  Orientation  -  8am 

  April 11th  -  Resawing Opportunities  -  9:30am 

  April 11th  -  Surface Planner & Drill Press  -  6:30pm 

  April 18th  -  Orientation  -  8am 

  April 18th  - Miter Saw & Band Saw  -  6:30pm 

  April 25th  -  Resawing Opportunities  -  9:30am 

   May   9th  -  Resawing Opportunities  -  9:30am 

   May 23rd  -  Resawing Opportunities  -  9:30am 

 

To attend these sessions, you must sign up on the shop calen-

dar posted on the Woodshop website OTOWWOOD-

SHOP.com.  There is a limit of six participants for each dem-

onstration session.  

If you have any questions, email Dave Keitz 

at keitzda70@gmail.com 
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New OTOW club forming 
 

OTOW Woodcarvers 
By Richard Aber 
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If you are interested in carving  

stop by and bring a knife or a chisel 

 and start carving with us.    

 

Need more info contact:  

Rich @ 404-558-3855  

Tom @ 352-586-1171 

My name is Rich Aber. I have been carving all my life, not always 

wood and not always stone. I moved to OTOW with my wife in 

2016 and I immediately became a member of the Art Club. There I 

met Bob Mctavish, who was also a carver. Bob and I would meet 

every Thursday and carve together in the art room at the Hobby 

building. Covid came and put the brakes on that and during that 

period Bob passed away. I miss him still and all the talks we had, 

along with some trips to Homosassa to get wood. 

After Bob passed away, I decided to start a full fledged carving 

club. As a member of the woodshop, I asked several of the main 

members how to proceed. Arming me with the right information 

and passing the word around I found the interest was strong 

enough to proceed to the next level. One day early in February, I 

walked into the main Office in the Rec Center. Theresa and 

Maggie were wonderful. I walked in with low expectations and 

walked out with a Carving Club. Our first day was February ninth 

and we have been going strong ever since. Want to join the club? 

We meet every Thursday at 3 pm to 5:30pm in the Art room at the 

Hobby building (opposite end of the building from the woodshop). 

love to have you. 

See next page  

for a sample of my work 
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Ceremonial pipe is walnut and eagle feathers. 

 Little River Band of Ottawa Indians have this pipe 

and use it at swearing in ceremonies and is on dis-

play in their museum when not in use. 

Current project 

Shalom home 

Buffalo is 

alabaster on mahogany 

Here are a few examples of my work Since being in OTOW 

Rich Aber.  
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A new committee is being formed to handle 
all donations to the woodshop club. 

This committee will be co-chaired by Vern 
Bolte and James Owens for the present 

time. However beginning immediately please 
forward all donation requests to Vern Bolte 

at 651.260.7807 or vsbolte@gmail.com.  

More information to come. 

New Committee forming 

Donations Committee 

Reminder 

mailto:vsbolte@gmail.com
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The project is a nightstand that I 
built for my granddaughter at the 
request of my daughter. I am a 
novice woodworker and this is only 
the third piece of furniture that I 
have made. I try to increase the 
complexity as well as building new 
features into each piece so I can 
learn something new with each 
piece. I always grade myself after I 
have finished each piece as if I am 
a shop teacher by measuring and 
reviewing the finished product 
against the plans I created for it. 
This finished piece ended up the 
closest to the plans of any of the 
three pieces I have done so 
far.  This piece was built from red 
oak and the new feature I included 
with this nightstand was building a 
drawer and using wood rails for the drawer instead of purchasing metal 
drawer rails. Dave Keitz helped me with the drawer and the dado cuts re-
quired for the drawer bottom and the wood rails. Without his help I do not 
think I would have been able to pull it off. As it turns out it ended up quite 
nice. I did not take a picture of it after it was completed so the picture you 
see is the nightstand in use in my granddaughters bedroom. As a novice 
woodworker it is very helpful for me when I can get assistance or advice 
from the experienced members. I know I am not the only novice member 
in the club so any help we can get from the experienced woodworkers is 
always very appreciated. As a note every piece I have built has cost me a 
lot more than it would have cost to go out and buy something workable. 
As I tell my wife I am not doing it to save money but the challenge to learn 
something new in my old age. 

Night Stand Project 
by 

Vern Bolte   
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2022 Shop Usage Statistics 

The following statistics were posted in the March 2023 Board Meeting Minutes : 

“Member statistics from 2022 signin data:  

Total hours logged = 7,656 hours, Avg. per member = 28 hours, Avg length of 

stay per visit = 80 minutes, 275 members logged in during the year, 21 mem-

bers logged more than 100 hours “ 

Shop usage graph and comments reported by  Board Member  -  Jim Nicholson 
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Woodshop tip for the month 

 

Circle Cutting Jig 
 

 

This is a brief  overview:  
 

for detailed instructions 
view the complete video  

posted on the shops website 

The Jig is stored on the shelf behind the 

drill press. It is assembled as a package 

and must be disassembled for installation 

to the band saw. 

Install the disassembled jig to 

the band saw 

Lock the Jig in place 

Continue on next page 



8 

 

 

 

Return 
To 

Top 

Continued from previous page 

The Jig will allow you to cut circles 

 ranging from 5” to 36” in diameter  

Select radius to cut 

When finished: 

Remove jig from band saw 

Reassemble for storage 

Replace on shelf behind Drill Press. 

Clean  and vacuum work area 

Note: 
This overview is just a very brief summary for cutting circles 

View the full Circle Cutting video BS-4 OTOW Circle Cutting Sled  

posted on the woodshops website under Education 
 

Pictures are snapshots from the video. 

https://youtu.be/1gBNlxlG8oY
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An interesting article in the most recent copy of  

WOOD magazine (issue 288 MAY 2023)  

discusses a system that allows multiple bowls  

to be cored from one blank.   

  

A quote  from the article states: 

“Though the Easy-Core system requires  

a sizeable investment,  

it yields multiple bowls with little waste  

from rare and expensive blanks” 

Multiple Bowls From a single Block of Wood 

Bowl Coring 

Additional information from the article 

Interested? 

 check it out —  on YouTube 
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Here’s an opportunity to give back 
 to the OTOW Woodshop 

 
Join a cleaning and maintenance team today. It’s easy and fun. Every Thurs-

day a team will completely clean the shop from top to bottom (about 1-2 
hours for a group of six).  

 
Stop in the shop and add your name to the white board posted by the entry 

door and set yourself up to be a part of what makes this shop one of the best 
in this state. Or just show up at 6 pm on any Thursday. 
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All woodshop members  

are invited to attend Board Meetings 

meetings are held Monthly (except August) 

on the third Monday 

@ 3:00 pm  

 

Location  -  meeting room adjacent to the woodshop 
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Continue on next page 



12 

Continue on next page 
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For more information  

about the shop 
 

 
Check out the website 

www.otowwoodshop.com 

 

questions/comments/  
suggested topics/ projects etc 

send to  
otowwoodshop15@gmail.com 

 
 

(Important—Please include your  
phone number along with your name) 
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